
 

The Mists of Avalon is set in the Arthurian era, but it has much in common with the modern world. The protagonist Merlin is openly gay, for example, and so are many of his allies. Another important character is Lancelot, who becomes a Pagan priest after he discovers that Christianity twists the natural order. The work starts out as a coming-of-age story about two young kids trying to find their way
in life while balancing their identity--a lesbian girl struggling with her sexuality and a gay man living his dream both facing discrimination.

At its heart though it's actually an epic fantasy--a quest for magic that will save the kingdom from destruction at the hands of an evil wizard bent on world domination... 

...which is exactly what happened in the Middle Ages in the Christian era. But in the end, it's a story about different ways to live and where you fit into the world. This is a theme that resounds in much of Beagle's work, and it's explored here with spectacular pageantry.

The Mists of Avalon is an ambitious work that invites comparisons not only to [George R.R.] Martin, but also J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S Lewis...

It's a lot more than a "gay fantasy novel" though--it transcends genre and should ultimately be remembered as one of the most powerful epic stories ever told... 

The Mists of Avalon is a story about magical quests and sacred mysteries. It's a tale about the power of love and the meaning of sacrifice, and a heartfelt tribute to all those who have fought for right in a world where so few can claim it.

The Mists of Avalon is an epic romance that has been compared by some to "the greatest romantic fiction ever written." The story follows Arthur, Merlin, Morgaine and Lancelot as they work together to save the kingdom from the evil god Hengist (Merlin's role as godfather to this god is similar to that of Norse gods who become father figures), which has enslaved the King and driven all men into
hiding. The women of the land turn to the Goddess, and begin a resistance movement that not even Merlin can stop.

The Mists of Avalon is a beautiful, compelling story that I couldn't put down. It's one of those books where I read late into the night, because I was carried along by the story to the point where I forgot where I was. It's also one of those books that stay with you long after you have finished reading it. This is definitely a book that all fantasy fans should own. 

The Mists of Avalon is a fantasy novel for the new millennium. Written with the same passion and skill as Tolkien, this epic is a tribute not only to Merlin and Arthur but to Merlin's lover, Arthur's grandfather Guinevere, and in a sense, all of us who still believe in spiritual beliefs beyond the illusory. I highly recommend this book to anyone who enjoys fantasy tales with a profound message.

I highly recommend The Mists of Avalon by the same author that I mentioned in one of my previous posts . This is an amazing piece of work. It can be read as a stand alone novel but there are some references to other books in the series which make it more enjoyable if you have read them.
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